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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
 
The Christmas Season is a special time used by many to reflect on 
their life’s blessings. As time passes I become more and more 
thankful for my loving family, for the continued opportunity to 
serve the people of Lafayette and the Acadiana area, and for the 
many friends and acquaintances I have made over the years here. 
As I have often said, it is “the people” of south Louisiana who make 
Lafayette and the Acadiana such a great place to live and work, I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
each of you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year in 2017... And to also say 
“thank you” for all you have done to assist both me and Louisiana agriculture. 
 
UPCOMING AGRONOMIC CROP GROWER MEETINGS 
 
As is customary each year during the month of January, the LSU AgCenter conducts commodity specific 
grower meetings for all local farmers in order for them to keep abreast of the latest research based infor-
mation regarding their respective commodity. As you are aware Lafayette Parish is partnered with St. Martin 
Parish for sugarcane and with Acadia Parish for rice and soybeans. Dates and locations of  upcoming grower 
meetings are listed below. Because of the timely information provided at these meetings I would like to en-
courage all farmers to attend as they begin making plans for 2017. 
 

*Acadia/Lafayette/Jeff Davis Rice & Soybean Production Meeting (see attached flier) 

Thursday, January 5, 2017  beginning at 8:00am 

Acadia Parish School Board Educational Ctr (2122 N. Parkerson Av - Crowley) 
 

*St. Martin/Lafayette/St. Landry Sugarcane Production Meeting 

Monday, January 23, 2017  beginning at 6:00pm 

LASUCA Meeting Room—St. Martinville 
 

*Iberia/St. Mary/Vermilion Sugarcane Production Meeting 
Tuesday January 24 2017  beginning at 1:00pm—Ward 8 Building—Jeanerette 

     
LIVESTOCK SHOW TIME QUICKLY APPROACHING 

 
As you are aware January-February is 4-H livestock show time in south Louisi-
ana. The Lafayette Parish 4-H/FFA Livestock Show and Sale is scheduled 
for Friday and Saturday, January 27-28, 2017 in the barns behind Black-
ham Coliseum. The Acadiana District Livestock Show, which involves par-
ticipants from a nine parish area, is scheduled the following week, Tuesday-
Saturday, January 31-February 4, 2017, also at Blackham Coliseum 
Complex. I would like to invite you to attend all of these events and solicit 
your support of our 4-H and FFA youth as a potential market animal buyer at 

the Parish Sale on Saturday morning, January 28. A flyer with further de-
tails is attached. 



 

LAFAYETTE CATTLEMEN’S ANNUAL MTG.  - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 

 
The Lafayette Parish Cattlemen’s Association will conduct their annual membership meeting beginning at 
7:00pm on Wednesday, February 22, 2017. This year the meeting will be hosted again by Sunshine/ Quality 

Equipment Co (John Deere) located on 3018 Northeast Evangeline Thruway just 
north of Lafayette. All current Lafayette Cattlemen’s Association members along 
with their spouse/guest, or anyone interested in joining the association or learning 
more, are invited to attend. A short educational program will be presented along 
with announcements about local upcoming cattle/forage related events, and a 
sponsored meal will be served. Anyone with questions or needing further infor-
mation should contact Lafayette Cattlemen’s President Kirk Martin (896-8223) or 

Secretary/Treasurer Dwayne Martin (277-2647), or give me a call here at 291-7090.  
 

BULL BREEDING SOUNDNESS EXAM – THURSDAY & FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23-24, 2017 
 
Our 20th Annual Spring Bull Soundness Exam has been scheduled for Thursday & Friday, February 23 & 
24, 2017, at Dominique’s Stockyard in OPELOUSAS, LA. All producers in the 
area are again invited to bring in their bulls to have them semen/fertility tested at a 
cost of $40 per head. Again this year all producers MUST call in to pre-register in 
advance. Bulls will be tentatively scheduled by appointment when producers call in 
to pre-register and then tested on a first come first serve basis as they arrive. A fly-
er with more specific details is attached. Once again, producers who plan to 
bring bulls this year MUST contact me (291-7090) or Mike Dominique (654-4030) in 
advance. In addition to our usual semen/fertility testing, we will once again offer an 
opportunity for “Trich” testing as well. Producers who want this test performed on 
their bulls must reserve their “Trich test kit” in advance when they call in, be prepared to pay the additional 
Trich testing fee of $75, and also plan to be tested on the Thursday morning only. This is an optional test 
only for those cattlemen interested. 
 

ACADIANA CATTLE PRODUCERS SPRING FIELD DAY– SATURDAY,  MARCH 18, 2017 

 
Although it is a bit early I wanted to notify all of you that our next Acadiana Cattle Producers Spring 
Field Day has already been set and scheduled for Saturday, March 18, 2017 at the Iberia Re-

search Station. Our Fall field held in October in Abbeville day was a big success with 
over 80 producers in attendance, so we encourage producers to begin making plans 
now to attend our Spring field day. A number of topics at the Spring field day that 
should be of interest to both cattle and hay producers will include: cattle market outlook 
and marketing strategies for your calf crop, impact of management on shrink in beef 
calves, ryegrass and clover management, winter forage alternatives, BQA and antibiotic 
use updates, and more. In addition a sponsored lunch will served. See the attached fly-
er for further details and please make plans to attend. Contact me at 291-7090 if you 
have questions or need further information. 
 



 

PESTICIDE PROGRAM CHANGES ARE HERE!! 

 
As some of you may have already heard, a number of changes affecting the Pesticide Applica-
tor Program across Louisiana and the nation will become effective January 1, 2017. A quick 
summary of some of the most important of these forthcoming changes is as follows: 
 

Private Applicator “CERTIFICATION” – Just as in the past, in order for producers/

growers/homeowners to purchase and apply any restricted use pesticide (RUP) they must first become 
“certified” as a Pesticide Private Applicator by taking and passing the Private Applicator exam and obtaining 
their license/card. For many years here in Louisiana both study materials and the exam have been offered 
and administered by the local parish LSU AgCenter/Extension Service/County Agent’s office. Beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2017, the study guide for the exam (National Pesticide Applicator Certification Core Manual) will still 
be available from the AgCenter, but the test will be administered by the La. Dept. of Ag & Forestry (LDAF). 
Any individual needing to take the exam and become certified will need to contact either the LDAF State 
Office (225-925-3796) or the closest LDAF Regional Office (Opelousas – 337-948-0230) to schedule and 
then go in to take the exam at whichever location they have made arrangements.  
 
Exception for 2017 : Here in Lafayette Parish, for a number of years we have offered a special “Pesticide 
Certification” class which involved several hours of pesticide safety instruction followed by participants tak-
ing the exam immediately afterwards. As of this writing it appears we WILL be able to do this class again, 
followed immediately by the exam, but LDAF PERSONNEL WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE IN ATTEND-
ANCE TO ADMINISTER THE EXAM. With this in mind we have scheduled this year’s class for 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 from 3:00 – 7:00PM here at the Lafayette LSU AgCenter/
Extension Office. As in the past the study guide mentioned above will be available for purchase ($15) up-
on arrival at the class, but participants are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to obtain the manual and begin study-
ing on their own in advance prior to the class. The study manuals are available online by going to the LSU 
AgCenter website (www.lsuagcenter.com), clicking on the “Store” icon at the top right of the page, and 
then on “Publications” and “Publications for Sale”, page 3. In addition anyone interested in participat-
ing in the class must pre-register in advance by calling Leah Bergeron here at our office (291-
7090) so that LDAF can be sure to have enough copies of the exam ready for that evening. Like last year 
there still is a $20 fee (payable by check) that will be collected upon arrival.  
 

Pesticide Applicator “RECERTIFICATION” – Parish LSU AgCenter offices will continue to conduct 

Pesticide Private Applicator “Recertification” meetings (for those who already have a valid card and wish to 
renew it for 3 additional years) just as they have in the past. However, additional fees are being implement-
ed. This year, in addition to the usual $25 collected by LDAF at the meeting, the LSU AgCenter will be 
implementing an additional $15 fee. These two fees will require separate payment so participants “must” 
bring TWO SEPARATE CHECKS to the meeting. With this in mind the Lafayette Parish Pesticide Recertifica-

tion Meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, March 23, 2017, beginning w/registration at 
5:30 p.m. at the Lafayette Parish LSU AgCenter/ Extension Office. Letters will be sent to all of those 
on our list with cards that will expire this year. If you are one of those and cannot attend our meeting here, 
you still have an opportunity to attend a meeting elsewhere. Call us if this is the case and we will try to lo-
cate other upcoming meetings in the area. Please check your card. Cards that expire in 2017 will do so 
on March 31, and to get a new card you must attend a Recertification Meeting prior to that date or you will 
be required to re-test to get a new card. Please understand that all “Recertification” meetings are only for 
those who currently have a valid pesticide applicator card. 
 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com


 

Worker Protection Standard (WPS) – The WPS program (designed to help protect pesticide workers 

and handlers) has been around for quite some time but will also be undergoing changes in 2017. Most farm-
ers/growers who employ agricultural workers that handle and/or work with/around 
pesticides are already following WPS guidelines or their farms. However, a brief sum-
mary of some of the most major revisions to these guidelines includes the following: 
 
*Workers and handlers will require immediate WPS training upon employ-
ment, there will no longer be any “grace period” allowed prior to training 
being provided. 
 
*Workers and handlers will be required to be re-trained ANNUALLY, rather 
than every 5 years. 
 
*Minimum age of 18 years old for pesticide handlers or early-entry workers. 
 
*Record keeping of worker and handler training, maintained for at least two years. 
 
*For the above reasons farmers and agricultural employers will be STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to 
become certified as “WPS Trainers” so that can train their own employees. County Agents will con-
tinue to provide a limited number of WPS trainings as manpower and schedules allow, but farmers/employers 
should begin making plans to participate in a WPS “Train the Trainer” program so that they can become certi-
fied to train their own employees in the future. A list of WPS “Train the Trainer” meetings across Loui-
siana for 2017 is being developed and will be publicized once complete. 
 
If you have questions about and of the above Pesticide Applicator and/or WPS program changes please con-
tact me at 291-7090. 
 
2017 LCA ANNUAL MEETING AND TRADE SHOW – COVINGTON 
 
Cattle producers who are members of the Louisiana Cattlemen’s Association will be gathering for their 
87th Annual Meeting/Convention and Trade Show on January 6-8 in Covington, LA. The 
meeting has been held in Houma for the past two years so Covington will be a new location. 
All the usual events (Friday night auction/dance, Saturday night banquet/queen’s contest, 
Cattlemen’s College, etc) will be conducted along with additional presentations and updates 
on the current cattle industry. Interested producers should register by going to the LCA 
website or by completing the registration forms inside the Louisiana Cattleman’s magazine. 
Locally, any producers who would like to join the Lafayette Parish Cattlemen’s Association should contact 
President Kirk Martin (896-8223) or Secretary/Treasurer Dwayne Martin (277-2647), or contact me if you 
have questions or need further info.  
 
2017 ASSCT ANNUAL MEETING - LAFAYETTE 
 
Sugarcane producers should mark their calendars and plan to attend the he Annual Meet-
ing of Louisiana Division of the American Society of Sugar Cane Technologists scheduled for 
Tuesday and Wednesday, February 6-8 at the Doubletree/Hilton Hotel here in Lafa-
yette. The Louisiana Division will meet in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Sugar Cane League. It should be an excellent meeting for all and anyone interested/
involved in the Louisiana sugarcane industry should consider attending. For further information or to register 
go the website at ASSCT.ORG 



 

2017 AG TOUR – TBA LATE APRIL ?? 
 

Attention cattlemen and farmers! In 2015 our LSU AgCenter office here in Lafayette Parish (along with 
the Lafayette Cattlemen’s Association and the Lafayette Farm Bureau) worked to put together a one day 
educational trip for local cattlemen and farmers to tour the cattle and ag operations at Angola State Pen-
itentiary. The trip was a success with a bus load of producers and spouses participating. No decision has 
been made yet on whether or not we will offer another Ag Tour in 2017, but to do so would require that 
we have enough interest to warrant contracting a bus. If we followed a similar time line from our last 
trip a possible tentative date for the tour would be Friday, April 21, 2017, with the likelihood that we 
would also select a new destination and new stops for the trip. If you have po-
tential interest in an Ag Tour of this nature please contact me after the Christmas 
Holidays. Based on producer feedback/response we will plan on making a deci-
sion and determine possible destinations on or before March 1 so that there will 
be adequate time to notify producers and solicit registrations in advance if the 
trip materializes. If so we would anticipate a trip cost similar to 2015 in the $40-
$50 per person range with an approximate 7:00am departure and later afternoon return. Please contact 
me if you are interested and will only move forward with planning if there is enough producer interest to 
warrant the trip. 
 
 
For further information on any of the above, or if you have a disability that would limit your participation 
in any of the above, please contact me 337-291-7090 or email me at sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Stan Dutile 

Stan Dutile        
County Agent      
Lafayette Parish 



 

Rice & Soybean Production Meeting 
Thursday, January 5, 2017, 7:45am 

Acadia Parish School Board Education Center – Crowley 
2122 N. Parkerson Ave, Crowley, La 70526; directly behind Mr. Gatti’s) 

 
 

7:45 - 8:10 am                   Registration 
  
8:10 – 8:15                         Welcome and introduction of guests - Jeremy Hebert, County Agent, LSU AgCenter 
  
8:15 – 8:35                         Acadia Rice Growers Assn Annual Meeting - Allen Lawson, President, ARGA  
  
8:35 – 8:55                         Rice Varieties for 2017 - Dr. Steve Linscombe, SW Regional Director, Rice Research            
    Station 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
8:55 – 9:20                         Rice Fertility and Production Practices - Dr. Dustin Harrell, Rice Specialist/Agronomist 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
9:20 – 9:40                         Rice Weed Control Update - Dr. Eric Webster, Rice Weed Specialist/Asst Regional             
    Director 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
9:40 – 10:00                       Rice Disease Control Update - Dr. Don Groth, Rice Pathologist, Rice Research Station 
  
10:00 – 10:25                     Rice Market Update -Dr. Kurt Guidry, LSU AgCenter  
  
10:25 – 10:35                     Break, Coffee and Doughnuts - Sponsors 
  
10:35 – 10:55                     Rice Insect Control - Dr. Mike Stout, Rice Entomologist, Rice Research Station 
  
10:55 – 11:15                     Soybean Production practices - Dr. Ron Levy, Soybean Specialist, LSU AgCenter 
  
11:15 – 11:35                     Soybean Insect Update - Dr. Jeff Davis, Entomologist, LSU AgCenter 
  
11:35 – 11:45                     RCPP Program Update - Kyle Soileau, Ducks Unlimited 
 
11:45                     Lunch – Courtesy of Sponsors 
 
12:30 pm                            Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification Meeting. (Please note the changes below) 
 
 
Private pesticide recertification will begin promptly at 12:30pm. In order to be recertified, you must stay for the 
entire recertification meeting; the meeting will conclude at 2pm. The cost for recertification this year will be  
$25 to LDAF AND $15 to LSU AgCenter; you must pay with 2 different checks.  No cash will be accepted. 



 

 

SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF ACADIANA 
 

Lafayette Parish 4-H/FFA  
Livestock Show & Sale    
January 27-28, 2017 

 
 

UL Lafayette Blackham -  Barns “C” & “D” 
 

  Poultry Show    Friday - 8:30 AM 

Swine, Sheep, & Goat Shows    Friday - 10:00 AM 

  Beef Cattle Show    Friday - 2:00 PM  

Market Animal Auction Sale     Saturday - 9:30 AM 

 
Champions and top animals will sell! 

 

 

Acadiana District 4-H/FFA  
Livestock Show 

January 31-February 4, 2017 
 

Dairy Cattle Show    Friday - 8:00 AM 

Swine Show    Friday - 8:00 AM 

Sheep & Goat Show    Saturday  - 8:00 AM 

Beef Cattle Show    Friday 10:00 AM & Saturday - 8:00 AM 

Poultry Show    Saturday - 9:00 AM 

 

For further information, contact:  

Stan Dutile, Charles Hebert, or Hannah Devall at  337-291-7090  



 

                                                 DOMINIQUE                              LAFAYETTE CATTLEMEN’S 
                                          STOCKYARD                           ASSOCIATION 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENTION CATTLEMEN  
 

20th ANNUAL 

SPRING BULL BREEDING 
SOUNDNESS EXAM 

 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 23 & 24, 2017 

 
8:00 A.M. – Until completed each day 

DOMINIQUE’S STOCKYARD - OPELOUSAS, LA 
 
 Cattlemen from throughout the Acadiana area are invited to bring their bulls.  
 
 NEW FOR 2016!! PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!! (See below) 

 
 All bulls will be semen tested, visually evaluated, and will have scrotal measurements taken with a 

written soundness report provided to the producer. 
 
 Licensed veterinarians will perform testing at a charge of $40.00 per bull. Additional vaccinations also 

available for an additional charge. 
 
 Additional Benefits:     

*No vet road service charges  *Free help provided to handle & work bulls  
*Good working facilities     *Educational information provided 
 

 Bulls will be tentatively scheduled by appointment when producers call to pre-register and tested on a 
first come first serve basis once they arrive. Bulls may be brought in the afternoon prior but only if 
special arrangements are made at time of call in. All Trich test bulls must be tested on Thursday morn-

ing. 
 
 Call County Agent Stan Dutile (291-7090 or 654-2642) or Mike Dominique at Dominique’s Stockyard 

(896-6995 or 654-4030) to sign up bulls and make arrangements. 
 

FIND OUT IF YOUR BULL IS FERTILE BEFORE YOU LOSE A CALF CROP 
 

**Again for 2016** Testing for Trichomoniasis (“Trich”) will be available at a cost of $75 per bull. Be-
cause Trich testing kits must be ordered in advance and test kits shipped overnight once test is com-

pleted producers who want to have bulls Trich tested must sign up asap and plan to be tested on 
Thursday morning. 



 

ACADIANA BEEF CATTLE PRODUCERS FIELD DAY 

DATE:     SATURDAY MARCH 18, 2017 
TIME:     8:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 
PLACE:   IBERIA RESEARCH STATION, JEANERETTE 

REGISTRATION STARTS AT 8:00 AM 
 

Approved for Master Farmer Phase 2 credit 

 

INDOOR PROGRAM 

 Market report - Dr. Kurt Guidry 

 Update on BQA and antibiotics use - Dr. Christine Navarre and Dr. Stuart 

Gauthier 

 Marketing strategies for your calf crop - Panel discussion with beef 

cattle producers 

OUTDOOR PROGRAM 

 Impact of management on shrink - Mr. Andrew Granger, Mr. Stan Du-

tile, and Mr. Blair Hebert 

 Winter forage alternatives - Dr. Ed Twidwell 

 Ryegrass varieties under grazing; nitrogen/clovers management in win-

ter pastures on bermudagrass sod - Dr. Guillermo Scaglia 

 Master Farmer Program - Mr. William Hogan 
 

DOOR PRIZES AND LUNCH PROVIDED 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 CO NT ACT S: LCA District VIII Vice President-James Leleux (337-893-8334);  
LCA Board-Member-at-Large-Joe Hidalgo (337-945-2640); Iberia-Blair Hebert (337-369-4441);  

Iberia Research Station-Guillermo Scaglia (337-276-5527); St. Martin-Stuart Gauthier (337-332-2181);  
Lafayette, West St. Mary, and Acadia-Stan Dutile (337-291-7090);  

St. Mary- Jimmy Flanagan (337-828-4100 ext.300); and Vermilion-Andrew Granger (337-898-4335);  
Louisiana Forage and Grassland Council-Ed Twidwell (225-578-4564) 



 

Stan Dutile, County Agent—Lafayette Parish 

LSU AgCenter 

1010 Lafayette St., Suite  325 

Lafayette, La 70501 

 


